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18, Institutional Area, Lodi Road, New Delhi - 110 003
Tel : 44458225,41523423

e-mail : awardjnanpith@gmail.com
Website : www.jnanpith.net

<= Bharatiya Jnanpith

20" June, 2026

Sub: Proposal Form for the 61st Jnanpith
Award 2026

Dear Sir/Madam,

Bharatiya Jnanpith invites proposal for the 61st Jnanpith Award. We
seek your kind cooperation in the process of selecting our next
awardee.

Jnanpith Award is the most prestigious literary award of India, which is
given every year, to an author for his/her outstanding contribution
towards Indian literature through creative writing in any of the Indian
languages mentioned in the VIII™ Schedule of Indian Constitution and
English.

We shall be grateful if you kindly suggest a suitable name along with a
detailed report of his/her contribution towards Indian literature in either
English or in Hindi for this award. A Proposal Form is enclosed, which is
to be kindly filed and returned along with detailed report by
30" September, 2026.

Jnanpith Award has gained a unique prestige and authenticity primarily
because of the fair and objective manner of selection at all levels. We,
therefore, are confident that your proposal will contribute to the
fulfillment of this objective. We are sure that you would recommend an
author whois really outstanding and duly deserves this Award.

Please note that Jnanpith does not entertain self nominations; there is
no provision for a posthumous award and Hindi and Tamil will be out
of purview of this year's award since they happened to be the
awarded languages in the last two years as per rules.

An early response will be highly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Al
: vy
/W
/

R.N. Tewari
General Manager
Mob : 9810015517



JNANPITH AWARD

&
THE PROCESS OF SELECTION

. Jnanpith Award is regarded as the most prestigious literary award of India. A
special feature of this Award is that it is not confined to a particular language; it
encompasses all Indian languages included in the eighth schedule of Indian
Constitution and English.

. Only those creative writers, who are alive and are Indian citizens, can be
proposed for the Award.

. The Award is to be given to an author for outstanding contribution towards
literarure.

. A language which receives the Award in a particular year is not eligible for
consideration for the next two years. This year Hindi and Tamil languages will
not be taken into consideration for Award.

. A writer who receives the Award once will not be considered again. (List given
below)

. The Award may not be given in a particular year if the Jnanpith Award Selection
Board feels that there is no suitable name which comes up to the expected
standard of the Award.

. The process of selection is broadly as follows : There is an Advisory Committee
for each language, consisting of three eminent scholars and/or critics, which
scans the proposals received in response to this letter. The Committee is free to
consider any other writer(s) eligible in accordance with the Rules of the Award.
In fact, a Language Advisory Committee is expected to ensure that no deserving
writer of the language concerned is left out of consideration.

. Recommendations of various Language Advisory Committees are screened and
evaluated by the Jnanpith Award Selection Board, consisting of eminent
scholars and writers. Wherever necessary, selected writings of the proposed
writers are translated into Hindi or English, wholly or in part. The Selection
Board takes into account the totality of an author's creative writing and its
literary merit in the context of contemporary Indian writing and are not restricted
to LACs' recommendations.

. The Selection Board is the final authority for the selection. If Selection
committee is unable to decide a name for the award, in such a situation
chairman of selection committee can take a final decision in the matter as
she/he has a right to use her/his additional vote or if the need arises, the
Chairman of the Selection Committee can forward the responsibility of selecting
the awardee to the Trust. The Trust will have the right to select any one name
out of the discussed names, in the meeting. Decision of the Trust Board would
be final in the matter under such circumstances.

Living Jnanpith Laureates : Sitakant Mahapatra (Oriya), Chandrasekhar Kambar
(Kannada), Pratibha Ray (Oriya), Bhalchandra Nemade (Marathi), Raghuveer
Chaudhari (Gujarati), Amitav Ghosh (English), DamodarMauzo (Konkani), Jagadguru
Rambhadracharya (Sanskrit), Gulzar (Urdu), R. Vairamuthu (Tamil).



BHARATIYA JNANPITH
61st INANPITH AWARD

Language ......ccccceveevneennnene

PROPOSAL FORM

3. Information about the Author and his/her works :



5. The basis for your proposal, regarding the quality of the Author's writing and his/her standing
in the literature of the language concerned and also in Indian literature :

6. Details of Hindi or English translations available of major works of the proposed Author :
(Please mention the name and address of publisher & the year of publication)

Date: ..coooviiicee Signature of the Proposer

Note :

Should the writing space provided here for a particular item be found insufficient, please use a separate
sheet mentioning the relevant serial number of the item.



